Psychiatric home care nursing: managing patients in the community setting.
1. Psychiatric home care is a cost-effective, feasible alternative to hospitalization. 2. Psychiatric home care nurses must possess psychiatric and physical assessment skills, genuine caring, and the ability to develop trust. 3. The role of the psychiatric home care nurse involves assessment of psychopathology and development of interventions that include educating patients regarding medications, psychopathology, and coping skills that assist them to remain in the community. 4. Autonomy, working collaboratively with psychiatrists, and learning from patients are rewards that psychiatric home care nurses experience.